
 
 

The Great Vigil & First Eucharist of Easter 

April 11, 2020 · 7:30 pm 

 

About the Service 

The Great Vigil begins at sundown on Holy Saturday, when the Easter fire—representing Our Lord’s 

triumph over darkness and death—is kindled. From this fire, the Paschal candle is lit; this candle will be 

lit throughout Eastertide, remaining in the church near the pulpit, and throughout the coming year at 

baptisms and funerals, reminding all that Christ is “light and life.” Following the Exsultet (or Easter 

proclamation), the story of salvation is heard in readings from the Old and New Testaments. Finally the 

Easter acclamation is given, as the celebrant proclaims, “Alleluia! Christ is risen!” The lights come up, 

Gloria in excelsis is sung, and the service continues with a celebration of the Holy Eucharist. 

 

Order of Service 

 

In the darkness, fire is kindled, from which the Paschal candle is lit.  

 

Lighting of the Paschal Candle Prayer Book, p. 285 

Celebrant Dear friends in Christ: On this most holy night, in which our Lord Jesus passed 

over from death to life, the Church invites her members, dispersed throughout 

the world, to gather in vigil and prayer. For this is the Passover of the Lord, in 

which, by hearing his Word and celebrating his Sacraments, we share in his 

victory over death. 

 

A priest, bearing the Candle, leads the procession to the chancel, pausing three times and 

singing: 

 

Priest The light of Christ. 

All Thanks be to God. 

 

The Exsultet p. 286 

Cantor Rejoice now, heavenly hosts and choirs of angels, and let your trumpets shout 

Salvation for the victory of our mighty King. Rejoice and sing now, all the round 

earth, bright with a glorious splendor, for darkness has been vanquished by our 

eternal King. Rejoice and be glad now, Mother Church, and let your holy courts, 

in radiant light, resound with the praises of your people. All you who stand near 

this marvelous and holy flame, pray with me to God the Almighty for the grace to 

sing the worthy praise of this great light; through Jesus Christ his Son our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 

and ever. Amen. 

 



 
 

Cantor The Lord be with you. 

All And also with you. 

Cantor Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Cantor It is truly right and good, always and everywhere, with our whole heart and mind 

and voice, to praise you, the invisible, almighty, and eternal God, and your 

only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who at 

the feast of the Passover paid for us the debt of Adam's sin, and by his blood 

delivered your faithful people. This is the night, when you brought our fathers, 

the children of Israel, out of bondage in Egypt, and led them through the Red Sea 

on dry land. This is the night, when all who believe in Christ are delivered from 

the gloom of sin, and are restored to grace and holiness of life. This is the night, 

when Christ broke the bonds of death and hell, and rose victorious from the 

grave. 

How wonderful and beyond our knowing, O God, is your mercy and 

loving-kindness to us, that to redeem a slave, you gave a Son. How holy is this 

night, when wickedness is put to flight, and sin is washed away. It restores 

innocence to the fallen, and joy to those who mourn. It casts out pride and 

hatred, and brings peace and concord. How blessed is this night, when earth and 

heaven are joined and man is reconciled to God. 

Holy Father, accept our evening sacrifice, the offering of this candle in your 

honor. May it shine continually to drive away all darkness. May Christ, the 

Morning Star who knows no setting, find it ever burning--he who gives his light 

to all creation, and who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Celebrant Let us hear the record of God's saving deeds in history, how he saved his people 

in ages past; and let us pray that our God will bring each of us to the fullness of 

redemption. 

 

First Lesson Genesis 1:1-2:4a 

Reader A reading from the book of Genesis. 

[The text of the reading may be followed here.] 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

All Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 36:5-10 (sung by the choir)  

5. Thy mercy, O Lord, reacheth unto the heavens : and thy faithfulness unto the clouds. 

6. Thy righteousness standeth like the strong mountains : thy judgements are like the great 

deep. 

7. Thou, Lord, shalt save both man and beast; How excellent is thy mercy, O God : and the 

children of men shall put their trust under the shadow of thy wings. 

8. They shall be satisfied with the plenteousness of thy house : and thou shalt give them 

drink of thy pleasures, as out of the river. 

9. For with thee is the well of life : and in thy light shall we see light. 

10. O continue forth thy loving-kindness unto them that know thee : and thy righteousness 

unto them that are true of heart. 

 

Collect p. 288 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the dignity 

of human nature: Grant that we may share the divine life of him who humbled 

himself to share our humanity, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

Second Lesson Genesis 7:1-5, 11-18, 8:6-18, 9:8-13 

Reader A reading from the book of Genesis. 

[The text of the reading may be followed here.] 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

All Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 46 (sung by the choir)  

1. God is our hope and strength : a very present help in trouble. 

2. Therefore will we not fear, though the earth be moved : and though the hills be carried 

into the midst of the sea; 

3. Though the waters thereof rage and swell : and though the mountains shake at the 

tempest of the same. 

4. The rivers of the flood thereof shall make glad the city of God : the holy place of the 

tabernacle of the most Highest. 

5. God is in the midst of her, therefore shall she not be removed : God shall help her, and 

that right early. 

6. The heathen make much ado, and the kingdoms are moved : but God hath shewed his 

voice, and the earth shall melt away. 

7. The Lord of hosts is with us : the God of Jacob is our refuge. 
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8. O come hither, and behold the works of the Lord : what destruction he hath brought 

upon the earth. 

9. He maketh wars to cease in all the world : he breaketh the bow, and knappeth the spear 

in sunder, and burneth the chariots in the fire. 

10. Be still then, and know that I am God : I will be exalted among the heathen, and I will be 

exalted in the earth. 

11. The Lord of hosts is with us : the God of Jacob is our refuge. 

 

Collect p. 289 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

Almighty God, you have placed in the skies the sign of your covenant with all 

living things: Grant that we, who are saved through water and the Spirit, may 

worthily offer to you our sacrifice of thanksgiving; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen.  

 

Third Lesson Exodus 14:10-31; 15:20-21 

Reader A reading from the book of Exodus. 

[The text of the reading may be followed here.] 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

All Thanks be to God. 

 

The Song of Moses (sung by the choir)  

I will sing to the Lord, for he is lofty and uplifted; * 

    the horse and its rider has he hurled into the sea. 

The Lord is my strength and my refuge; * 

    the Lord has become my Savior. 

This is my God and I will praise him, * 

    the God of my people and I will exalt him. 

The Lord is a mighty warrior; * 

    Yahweh is his Name. 

The chariots of Pharaoh and his army has he hurled into the sea; * 

    the finest of those who bear armor have been drowned in the Red Sea. 

The fathomless deep has overwhelmed them; * 

    they sank into the depths like a stone. 

Your right hand, O Lord, is glorious in might; * 

    your right hand, O Lord, has overthrown the enemy. 

Who can be compared with you, O Lord, among the gods? * 

    who is like you, glorious in holiness, 
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    awesome in renown, and worker of wonders? 

You stretched forth your right hand; * 

    the earth swallowed them up. 

With your constant love you led the people you redeemed; * 

    with your might you brought them in safety to your holy dwelling. 

You will bring them in and plant them * 

    on the mount of your possession, 

The resting-place you have made for yourself, O Lord, * 

    the sanctuary, O Lord, that your hand has established. 

The Lord shall reign * 

    for ever and for ever. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

Collect p. 289 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

O God, whose wonderful deeds of old shine forth even to our own day, you once 

delivered by the power of your mighty arm your chosen people from slavery 

under Pharaoh, to be a sign for us of the salvation of all nations by the water of 

Baptism: Grant that all the peoples of the earth may be numbered among the 

offspring of Abraham, and rejoice in the inheritance of Israel; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

Fourth Lesson Isaiah 55:1-11 

Reader A reading from the book of the Prophet Isaiah. 

[The text of the reading may be followed here.] 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

All Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 42:1-7 (sung by the choir)  

1. Like as the hart desireth the water-brooks : so longeth my soul after thee, O God. 

2. My soul is athirst for God, yea, even for the living God : when shall I come to appear 

before the presence of God? 

3. My tears have been my meat day and night : while they daily say unto me, Where is now 

thy God? 

4. Now when I think thereupon, I pour out my heart by myself : for I went with the 

multitude, and brought them forth into the house of God; 

5. In the voice of praise and thanksgiving : among such as keep holy-day. 
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6. Why art thou so full of heaviness, O my soul : and why art thou so disquieted within me? 

7. Put thy trust in God : for I will yet give him thanks for the help of his countenance. 

 

Collect p. 290 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

O God, you have created all things by the power of your Word, and you renew the 

earth by your Spirit: Give now the water of life to those who thirst for you, that 

they may bring forth abundant fruit in your glorious kingdom; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

Fifth Lesson Ezekiel 37:1-14 

Reader A reading from the book of the Prophet Ezekiel. 

[The text of the reading may be followed here.] 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

All Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 30 (sung by the choir)  

1. I will magnify thee, O Lord, for thou hast set me up : and not made my foes to triumph 

over me. 

2. O Lord my God, I cried unto thee : and thou hast healed me. 

3. Thou, Lord, hast brought my soul out of hell : thou hast kept my life from them that go 

down to the pit. 

4. Sing praises unto the Lord, O ye saints of his : and give thanks unto him for a 

remembrance of his holiness. 

5. For his wrath endureth but the twinkling of an eye, and in his pleasure is life : heaviness 

may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning. 

6. And in my prosperity I said, I shall never be removed : thou, Lord, of thy goodness hast 

made my hill so strong. 

7. Thou didst turn thy face from me : and I was troubled. 

8. Then cried I unto thee, O Lord : and gat me to my Lord right humbly. 

9. What profit is there in my blood : when I go down to the pit? 

10. Shall the dust give thanks unto thee : or shall it declare thy truth? 

11. Hear, O Lord, and have mercy upon me : Lord, be thou my helper. 

12. Thou hast turned my heaviness into joy : thou hast put off my sackcloth, and girded me 

with gladness. 

13. Therefore shall every good man sing of thy praise without ceasing : O my God, I will give 

thanks unto thee for ever. 
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Collect p. 291 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

Almighty God, by the Passover of your Son you have brought us out of sin into 

righteousness and out of death into life: Grant to those who are sealed by your 

Holy Spirit the will and the power to proclaim you to all the world; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

Renewal of Baptismal Vows p. 292 

Celebrant Through the Paschal mystery, dear friends, we are buried with Christ by Baptism 

into his death, and raised with him to newness of life. I call upon you, therefore, 

now that our Lenten observance is ended, to renew the solemn promises and 

vows of Holy Baptism, by which we once renounced Satan and all his works, and 

promised to serve God faithfully in his holy Catholic Church. 

 

Celebrant Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew your commitment to Jesus 

Christ? 

All I do. 

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Father? 

All I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

Celebrant Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

All I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by 

the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 

descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended 

into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 

come again to judge the living and the dead. 

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

All I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 

life everlasting. 

 

Celebrant Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of 

bread, and in the prayers? 

All I will, with God's help.   

Celebrant Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and 

return to the Lord? 

All I will, with God's help. 

Celebrant Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 

All I will, with God's help.  
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Celebrant Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 

All I will, with God's help. 

Celebrant Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of 

every human being? 

All I will, with God's help. 

Celebrant May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us a new 

birth by water and the Holy Spirit, and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, 

keep us in eternal life by his grace, in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 

 

Easter Acclamation p. 294 

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

All The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

 

Gloria in excelsis S-278 
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Collect of the Day p. 295 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

All And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

Almighty God, who for our redemption gave your only- begotten Son to the death 

of the cross, and by his glorious resurrection delivered us from the power of our 

enemy: Grant us so to die daily to sin, that we may evermore live with him in the 

joy of his resurrection; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Epistle Romans 6:3-11 

Reader A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans. 

[The text of the reading may be followed here.] 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

All Thanks be to God. 
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Hymn Victory 

 

 

The Gospel Matthew 28:1-10 

Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

All Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
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[The text of the Gospel may be followed here.] 

Priest The Gospel of the Lord. 

All Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

Sermon The Rev. Terry Elsberry 

 

Prayers of the People: Form III p. 388 

Priest Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 

All That we all may be one.  

Priest Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 

All That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

Priest We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;  

All That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.  

Priest We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;  

All That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

Priest Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;  

All That our works may find favor in your sight. 

Priest Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 

All That they may be delivered from their distress. 

Priest Give to the departed eternal rest. 

All Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

Priest We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 

All May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

Priest Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 

We pray for our partners in faith: the parish of St. Catherine of Siena and St. 

Agnes in Greenwich, the Diocese of Mt. Kilimanjaro in Tanzania, the Episcopal 

Church of Cuba, and in the Anglican Communion, we pray for the Peace of 

Jerusalem and the People of the Land of the Holy One; 

We pray for those who have been commended to us: Meredith Saccone RN, Joe, 

Caroline Hopley, Cassandra, Rebbeca Schulz RN, Joan Ford, Kay Ozanne, Denny, 

Paul Funk, the Rev. Gary Jones, the Rev. Tim Cole, the Rev. Janet Broderick, the 

Rev. Will Stanley, Jennifer Brown, the Elbert family, Sumita, Margarita, Cathy, 

Catherine, Maggie, Diana, Rabbi Mitch; 

And we pray for the repose of the souls of Betty Davies and Michael Hartley. 

 

Celebrant O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of 

your mercies, look with compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help; for 

you are gracious, O lover of souls, and to you we give glory, Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit, now and for ever. Amen. 
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The Peace p. 360 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

All And also with you. 

 

Greeting & Notices 

 

Anthem Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958) 

Rise heart; thy Lord is risen. 

Sing his praise without delayes, 

Who takes thee by the hand, 

that thou likewise with him may'st rise; 

That, as his death calcined thee to dust, 

His life may make thee gold, and much more, just. 

 

Awake, my lute, and struggle for thy part with all thy art. 

The crosse taught all wood to resound his name, who bore the same. 

His stretched sinews taught all strings, what key 

Is the best to celebrate this most high day. 

 

Consort both heart and lute, and twist a song pleasant and long; 

Or since all musick is but three parts vied and multiplied. 

O let thy blessed Spirit bear a part, 

And make up our defects with his sweet art. 

[George Herbert, ‘Easter’, 1633] 

 

The Great Thanksgiving p. 367 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

All And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

All We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Celebrant It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 

you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. For our sins he was lifted high upon the cross, that he might draw the 

whole world to himself; and, by his suffering and death, he became the source of 

eternal salvation for all who put their trust in him. Therefore we praise you, 
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joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 

heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 

Sanctus and Benedictus Hymnal S-128 

 

 

Eucharistic Prayer B p. 368 

Celebrant We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made 

known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word 

spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your 

Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to 

be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, 

and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error 

into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he 

had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, 

eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 

them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 
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which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 

drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”  

 

Celebrant Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

All We remember his death; we proclaim his resurrection; we await his 

coming in glory; 

 

Celebrant And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; 

presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.  

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they 

may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. 

Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, 

being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in 

subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with 

all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the 

Church, and the author of our salvation.  

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and 

glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
 

Celebrant And now, as our Savior Christ as taught us, we are bold to say: 

All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for 

ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Celebrant breaks the Bread. A period of silence is kept. 

 

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

All Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 

Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

 

The Celebrant alone receives the Sacrament, as the choir sings the Agnus Dei. 
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All My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed 

Sacrament of the Altar. I love you above all things and long for you in 

my soul. Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, come at least 

spiritually into my heart. As though you have already come, I embrace 

you and unite myself entirely to you; never permit me to be separated 

from you. Amen. 

[St. Alphonsus de Liguori, 1696-1787] 

 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

All Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as 

living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed 

us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send 

us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to 

love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Celebrant The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in 

the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the 

blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, 

and remain with you always. Amen. 

 

Priest Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

All Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 

Hymn  [next page] 
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Hymn Salzburg 

 

Following the hymn, the choir and ministers depart. 

 

Voluntary Carillon-Sortie Henri Mulet (1878-1967) 
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Serving Today 

 

Celebrant The Rev. Marek Zabriskie 

Preacher The Rev. Terry Elsberry 

Assisting The Rev. Dr. Cheryl McFadden 

The Rev. Andrew Kryzak 

Organist Jonathan Vaughn 

Choir Ellen Sisson 

Richard Wyton 

Ian Shearson 

Jim Wright  
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