
 
 

Holy Eucharist 

The First Sunday of Advent 

November 29, 2020 · 10:00 am 

 

Order of Service 

Prelude  

Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland, BWV 659 J. S. Bach (1685-1750) 

Hymn Es flog ein kleins Waldvögelein 

[Sung by the choir. Viewers from home are invited to join in singing. Those attending the service 

in-person are asked to refrain from singing.] 
 

Hail to the Lord’s Anointed, 

great David’s greater Son! 

Hail, in the time appointed, 

his reign on earth begun! 

He comes to break oppression, 

to set the captive free; 

to take away transgression, 

and rule in equity. 

  

Kings shall bow down before him, 

and gold and incense bring; 

all nations shall adore him, 

his praise all people sing; 

to him shall prayer unceasing 

and daily vows ascend; 

his kingdom still increasing, 

a kingdom without end. 

Opening Acclamation p. 355 

Celebrant Our king and savior now draws near. 

All O come, let us adore him. 

Blessing of the Advent Wreath 

Celebrant Lord Jesus Christ, you are the true light that lights every human soul as you 

come into the world:  Bless, we pray, this wreath and its candles which we light 

in preparation for your coming; and so kindle our hearts with the fire of your 

 



 
 

love that we may receive you with joy and gladness, and evermore stand firm 

and fast in our faith.  For you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,  

One God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Collect of the Day p. 357 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

All And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the 

armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ 

came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again 

in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the 

life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

Lesson 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 

Reader A reading  from Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians.  

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in 

Christ Jesus, for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every 

kind-- just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you-- so that you are not 

lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will also 

strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

All Thanks be to God. 

Hymn Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland 

[Sung by the choir. Viewers from home are invited to join in singing. Those attending the service 

in-person are asked to refrain from singing.] 
 

Savior of the nations, come! 

Virgin’s Son, make here your home. 

 Marvel now, both heaven and earth, 

that the Lord chose such a birth. 
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Come, O Father’s saving Son, 

who o’er sin the victory won. 

Boundless shall your kingdom be; 

grant that we its glories see. 

The Gospel Mark 13:24-37 

Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 

All Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus said, “In those days, after that suffering, 

the sun will be darkened, 

and the moon will not give its light, 

and the stars will be falling from heaven, 

and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 

Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. Then he will 

send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the 

ends of heaven. 

“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, 

you know that summer is near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he 

is near, at the very gates. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these things 

have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 

“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only 

the Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. It is like a man 

going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and 

commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know 

when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at 

dawn, or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. And what I say to you I say to all: 

Keep awake.” 

Priest The Gospel of the Lord. 

All Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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Sermon        The Rev. Marek Zabriskie 

Nicene Creed p. 358 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 

all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 

the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were 

made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power 

of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made 

man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death 

and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 

Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 

kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and 

glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy 

catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins. We look for the ✠ resurrection of the dead, and the life of 

the world to come. Amen. 

Prayers of the People: Form I p. 383 

Intercessor With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord, saying "Lord, 

have mercy."For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the Holy Church of 

God, and for the unity of all peoples, let us pray to the Lord. 

All Lord, have mercy.  

 

Intercessor For our partners in faith: Second Congregational Church in Greenwich, 

the Diocese of Mt. Kilimanjaro in Tanzania, the Episcopal Church of 

Cuba, and in the Anglican cycle of prayer, the Lusitanian Church; for all the 

clergy and people, let us pray to the Lord. 

All Lord, have mercy. 

 

Intercessor For the leaders of the nations, especially Donald, our president; Joseph, our 

president-elect and for a smooth transition of government; for Ned, our 
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governor; and Fred, our first selectman; and for all in authority, let us pray to 

the Lord. 

All Lord, have mercy.  

 

Intercessor For this town of Greenwich, for every city and community, and for those who live 

in them, let us pray to the Lord. 

All Lord, have mercy. 

 

Intercessor For the good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom and will to 

conserve it, let us pray to the Lord. 

All Lord, have mercy. 

 

Intercessor For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and for the sick and the 

suffering. We pray especially for those who have been commended to us:  

 

For those in our nation suffering under injustice; 

 

For all infected with the coronavirus, all who care for them, and all who work for 

a cure;  

 

For Neighbor to Neighbor, which faithfully serves our community, and for all 

people who suffer from hunger and poverty; 

 

For those participating in the Bible Challenge; 

 

For Jared Coffin, Courtney, Faith, Isabel, Suzy, Alan, Richard Elliott, 

Lauren Jean, Colleen, Douglas Robinson, Carmine, Declan Byrne, 

Harry and Betty Twitchell, John Robinson, Katherine... 

 

we pray to you, O Lord. 

All Lord, have mercy. 

 

Intercessor For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection…  and for all the departed, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

All Lord, have mercy. 

 

Intercessor In the communion of saints, let us commend ourselves, and one another, and all 

our life, to Christ our God. 

All To thee, O Lord our God. 

 

Celebrant Hasten, O Father, the coming of your kingdom; and grant that we your servants, 

who now live by faith, may with joy behold your Son at his coming in glorious 

majesty; even Jesus Christ, our only Mediator and Advocate. Amen. 
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Confession & Absolution p. 360 

Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

All Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we 

have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and 

we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and 

walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

Celebrant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy 

Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

The Peace  

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

All And also with you. 

Greeting & Notices 

 

 

Offertory Anthem  [sung by the choir]   

And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together:  

for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it. 

 

Text: Isaiah 40:5 

Music: Messiah, G. F. Handel (1685-1759) 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

Sign up for Email and stay connected with all that we have to offer: 

christchurchgreenwich.org/e-news 

 

To support the ministry and witness of Christ Church, visit bit.ly/givetochristchurch.  
 

Let us with gladness present the alms and oblations of our life and labor to the Lord. 

https://christchurchgreenwich.org/e-news/
http://bit.ly/givetochristchurch


 
 

The Great Thanksgiving p. 361 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

All And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

All We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Celebrant It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 

you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth; [the Celebrant says the 

preface]. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 

Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to 

proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 

Sanctus and Benedictus S-129 

[Sung by the choir. Viewers from home are invited to join in singing. Those attending the service 

in-person are asked to refrain from singing.] 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 

Eucharistic Prayer A p. 362 

Celebrant Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, 

when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your 

mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, 

to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He 

stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your 

will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ 

took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his 

disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this 

for the remembrance of me.” 

 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it 

to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 
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which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 

drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

Celebrant Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

All Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

 

Celebrant We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of 

praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we 

offer you these gifts.  

 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of 

your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us 

also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, 

constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the 

joy of your eternal kingdom.  

 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in 

him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty 

Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
 

Celebrant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say: 

 

All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 

our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Celebrant breaks the Bread. A period of silence is kept. 

 

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

All Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 

Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

 

The Celebrant alone receives the Sacrament, while the choir sings the Agnus Dei. 

 

All My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed 

Sacrament of the Altar. I love you above all things and long for you 

in my soul. Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, come at 

least spiritually into my heart. As though you have already come, I 
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embrace you and unite myself entirely to you; never permit me to be 

separated from you. Amen. [St. Alphonsus de Liguori, 1696-1787] 

  

 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

 

All Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as 

living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have 

fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and 

courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Celebrant The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds 

in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the 

blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among 

you, and remain with you always. Amen. 

Hymn Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme 

[Sung by the choir. Viewers from home are invited to join in singing. Those attending the service 

in-person are asked to refrain from singing.] 
 

“Sleepers, wake!”, a voice astounds us, 

The shout of rampart-guards surrounds us: 

“Awake, Jerusalem, arise!” 

Midnight’s peace their cry has broken, 

Their urgent summons clearly spoken: 

“The time has come, O maidens wise!” 

Rise up, and give us light; 

The Bridegroom is in sight. 

Alleluia! 

Your lamps prepare and hasten there, 

That you, the wedding feast may share. 

Dismissal 

Celebrant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

All Thanks be to God. 

 

Following the dismissal, the ministers depart. 
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Voluntary 

Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme, BWV 645 J. S. Bach 

 

When exiting the sanctuary, please use the transept (side) doors and shown in the map below: 

 

 

 

 

Serving Today 

Celebrant The Rev. Dr. Cheryl McFadden 

Preacher The Rev. Marek Zabriskie 

Assisting Clergy The Rev. Abby VanderBrug 

Choir Christ Church Singers 

Director of Music Jamie Hitel 

Associate Director of Music Jonathan Vaughn  

Altar Guild Maggie McGirr 

Ushers Elizabeth Savage 

Randy Schwimmer 

Verger Tim Carpenter 
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If you have been moved by the witness of Christ Church and would like to know more 

about joining this parish, please visit christchurchgreenwich.org/membership/. 

https://christchurchgreenwich.org/membership/


 
 

The altar greens are given to the Glory of God 

in celebration of the 14th birthday of Diego Ayala. 
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