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The Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ 

December 24, 2020 · 12noon 

 

 



 
 

Order of Service 

Hymn [Sung by the choir] Adeste Fideles 

O come, all ye faithful,  

joyful and triumphant!  

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem.  

Come and behold him  

born the King of Angels:  

O come, let us adore Him!  

O come, let us adore Him!  

O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord.  

Sing, choirs of angels,  

sing in exultation,  

sing, all ye citizens  

of Heaven above!  

Glory to God, glory in the highest:  

O come, let us adore Him!  

O come, let us adore Him!  

O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord. 

Opening Acclamation  

Celebrant How precious is your steadfast love, O God! 

People All people of the world can find refuge in the shadow of your wings. 

Celebrant For with you is the fountain of life, 

People and in your light we see light. 

Celebrant May God, the Source of all light and joy be with each of you. 

People And also with you. 

Hymn of Praise [Sung by the choir] Gloria 

Angels we have heard on high  

singing sweetly through the night,  

and the mountains in reply  

echoing their brave delight.  

Gloria in excelsis Deo!  

Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

Collect  

Celebrant Let us pray. 

Jesus, light up our lives with your joy and grace. Light up this church with 

compassion and hope. Light up our world with your Spirit’s power. Light our 

way home to your heart of love. Amen. 

Lesson Isaiah 9:2-7 

Reader A reading from the Prophet Isaiah.  
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The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep 

darkness—on them light has shined. 

You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at 

the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. 

For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you 

have broken as on the day of Midian. 

For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as 

fuel for the fire. 

For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is 

named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David 

and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this 

time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

All Thanks be to God. 

Hymn [Sung by the choir]  

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 

The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. 

The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, 

The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

 

The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 

But little Lord Jesus no crying he makes. 

I love thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky, 

And stay by my side until morning is nigh. 

  

Words: Traditional 

Music: William James Kirkpatrick (1838-1921) 

The Gospel Luke 2:(1-7) 8-20 

Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

All Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

A long time ago a young woman from the town of Nazareth named Mary was visited by an angel 

named Gabriel. Gabriel told Mary that she would have a baby named Jesus and that he would be 
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the Son of God. The angel Gabriel visited Joseph, Mary’s soon to be husband, and told him that 

Mary would have a son named Jesus who would save the people from their sins. 

Before Mary had her baby, she and Joseph had to go to Bethlehem because the Roman Emperor 

made all the people go to their hometown to register their names. After riding on a donkey for 

several days, Mary and Joseph arrived in Bethlehem and were told that there were no places to 

stay.The inns were full. Seeing that Mary was getting ready to have a baby, one innkeeper told 

Joseph that they could stay in his stable. 

Mary and Joseph settled down on the hay in a stable with animals sleeping. Mary gave birth to a 

baby boy and they named him Jesus. She wrapped Jesus in cloth and placed him in a manger. 

During this time, an angel appeared to shepherds who were watching their flocks in the fields 

near Bethlehem. An angel appeared to them and they were frightened. The angel told them not 

to be afraid because he was bringing them the good news of the birth of the baby Jesus, the 

Savior and Messiah of the world. Suddenly, there was more angels praising God and saying, 

“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among you. The shepherds went immediately to 

Bethlehem to find baby Jesus. 

The shepherds found Mary and Joseph and baby Jesus lying in a manger. The shepherds began 

glorifying and praising God and told everyone that they had seen baby Jesus. 

Today we celebrate the birth of Jesus and the coming of our Savior. 

Priest The Gospel of the Lord. 

All Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Homily           The Rev. Terry Elsberry 

As the homily unfolds, notice what goes on in your spirit. 

Silent Reflection   

Celebrant Be still. Perhaps God is trying to say something to you, or to someone near you. 

Children’s Creed  

Please stand and repeat the words of the Children’s Creed as the celebrant offers them. 

 

Celebrant We believe in God above. 

All We believe in God above. 

Celebrant We believe in Jesus' love. 

All We believe in Jesus' love. 

Celebrant We believe God’s Spirit too, comes to tell us what to do. 

All We believe God’s Spirit too, comes to tell us what to do. 
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Celebrant We believe that we can be, kind and good, dear Lord, like Thee 

All We believe that we can be, kind and good, dear Lord, like Thee. 

Prayers for the Church and the World  

Leader God of Light, you place your star in our hearts. Help us this day and always to see 

the light of your star and to follow it, no matter where it leads. 

All Light of the world, fill us with your love.  

 

Leader God of Journeys, thank you for being with us every step of life’s way. We pray for 

those whose journey is sad, lonely, or painful right now. We pray for those whose 

hearts, minds, or bodies are broken. 

All Light of the world, fill us with your love.  

 

Leader God of All the World, you sent Jesus to live deep in our hearts. Help us to 

welcome him. And show us how to make our lives a beautiful gift for him. 

All Light of the world, fill us with your love.  

 

Leader God of Sweet Dreams, we pray that you would make us strong enough to work to 

make your dreams come true for the whole world. 

All Light of the world, fill us with your love.  

 

Leader God of Joy, we thank you for the gift of life. Thank you for the moments when our 

hearts swell with glad-ness. Thank you for the people and the many gifts we are 

grateful for, as we name them before you. 

All Light of the world, fill us with your love.  

 

Everyone is invited to name people and things that they’re thankful for. 

 

All Light of the world, fill us with your love.  

The Peace  

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

All And also with you. 

Greeting & Notices 
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Offertory Carol   [Sung by the choir 

 

Hark! the herald angels sing  

Glory to the newborn King;  

Peace on earth and mercy mild,  

God and sinners reconciled:  

Joyful all ye nations rise,  

Join the triumph of the skies, 

With the angelic host proclaim, 

Christ is born in Bethlehem.  

Hark! the herald angels sing 

Glory to the newborn King.  

 

Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 

Light and life to all he brings, 

Risen with healing in his wings; 

Mild he lays his glory by, 

Born that man no more may die, 

Born to raise the sons of earth, 

Born to give them second birth.  

Hark! the herald angels sing 

Glory to the newborn King. 

The Holy Eucharist 

Eucharist means “thanksgiving.” In this meal we give thanks for all that God has done for us, and we 

offer ourselves back to God. We remain standing as the table is set. 

 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

All And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

All We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

Sign up for Email and stay connected with all that we have to offer: 

christchurchgreenwich.org/e-news 

 

To support the ministry and witness of Christ Church, visit bit.ly/givetochristchurch.  
 

Let us with gladness present the alms and oblations of our life and labor to the Lord. 

https://christchurchgreenwich.org/e-news/
http://bit.ly/givetochristchurch


 
 

People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

Celebrant It is right and a joyful thing to give God all praise. For you, O Lord, did give us 

Jesus Christ, your only son, to be born for us, to live and die as one of us and to 

rise again, that we might become your children and have life eternal. Therefore 

with Angels and shepherds, with cows, oxen, sheep and donkeys, innkeepers, 

children and wise kings from afar, we praise and thank you, saying: 

 

All Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Celebrant God, you made each one of us; you made the world and everything in it. All the 

good we see comes from you. You have always loved us but we have not always 

loved you in return. You sent Jesus to show us how to live and to bring us back 

to you again. He died for us on the cross so that through your Spirit we can all 

be your people. And so with thanks we praise you. 

 

On the night before he died, Jesus shared a meal with his friends. There he took 

some bread and gave thanks to you, God. He broke it into pieces, and gave it to 

them. “This is my body,” he said. “Share this together often and remember me.” 

After that, Jesus took a cup of wine and gave thanks to you. He shared it with 

his friends hem, and said “This is my blood, which brings new life to all people. 

Share this wine together often and remember me.” 

 

And so, we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

All Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

 

Celebrant Send your Holy Spirit, Lord, so that this bread and wine can be for us the body 

and blood of Jesus, and through this food give us strength to live as your 

people. Help us care for your world and for each other in the way that Jesus 

showed us. We praise and bless you, until Jesus comes again, for all your people 

in every time and every land. And let the people say: AMEN! 
 

Celebrant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say: 

 

All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 

our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
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us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The bread is broken, and the bread and wine are held up as gifts for the world. 

 

Celebrant We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

All Though we are many, we are one body, because we all share in one 

bread. 

 

Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

 

The Celebrant alone receives the Sacrament. 

 

All My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed 

Sacrament of the Altar. I love you above all things and long for you 

in my soul. Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, come at 

least spiritually into my heart. As though you have already come, I 

embrace you and unite myself entirely to you; never permit me to be 

separated from you. Amen. [St. Alphonsus de Liguori, 1696-1787] 

  

 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

 

All God of glory, you nourish us with bread from heaven. Fill us with 

the joy of your Holy Spirit that through us your light may shine in all 

the world. This we ask in the name of Jesus. Amen. 

 

Celebrant May the grace and peace of the newborn Jesus fill our hearts and minds so that 

we might proclaim his joy and love with our whole lives. And may the blessing 

of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit be with you and 

remain with you always. Amen. 

Hymn  [Sung by the choir] Antioch 

Joy to the world! The Lord is come:  

let earth receive her King;  

let every heart prepare him room,  

and heaven and nature sing,  

and heaven and nature sing,  

and heaven and nature sing!  

Joy to the world! The Savior reigns;  

let us our songs employ,  

while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains,  

repeat the sounding joy,  

repeat the sounding joy,  

repeat the sounding joy! 
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Dismissal 

Priest Alleluia, Alleluia! Go forth into the world rejoicing. Like the wise kings of old, 

continue to seek the Lord in everyone you meet. Serve God with gladness, in all 

that you do, think and say. 

All Thanks be to God! Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 

 

Following the dismissal, the ministers depart. 

 

 

Serving Today 

Celebrant The Rev. Abby VanderBrug 

Preacher The Rev. Terry Elsbery 

Deacon The Rev. Shancia Jarrett 

Assisting Clergy The Rev. Marek Zabriskie 

The Rev. Dr. Cheryl McFadden 

Choir St. Cecilia Choir of Girls 

Director of Music Jamie Hitel 

Associate Director of Music Jonathan Vaughn  

Altar Guild Rebecca Fretty 

Lector Phoebe Oler 

Head Usher David Michonski 

Ushers Linda Michonski 

Susan Ness 
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If you have been moved by the witness of Christ Church and would like to know more 

about joining this parish, please visit christchurchgreenwich.org/membership/. 
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The Christmas decorations are given to the glory of God… 

 

by Dr. & Mrs. Darrick E. Antell, in loving 

memory of Dr. & Mrs. E. James Antell and 

Dr. Stanley Sobottka; 

by Peter, Beth, Emma, and Steele Barhydt, 

in loving memory of Robert & Muriel and 

Ceia Webb, Judge Robert & Grace 

Williamson, and Dirck Barhydt; 

In loving memory of Anne Savage Barnum, 

by her family; 

by Lucy & John Barrett, in loving memory 

of the families of Frances & Otey McClellan 

and Nancy & C. Redington Barrett; 

by Jytte B. Maydole, in loving memory of 

her sons, Robert Beauregard and John 

Beauregard; 

by Gail Stoddart, in loving memory of her 

mother, Nan C. Birdsey; 

in loving memory of John Broderick, by his 

wife, Judy Broderick; 

in loving memory of Vernon Howland 

Brown, veteran of WWII, 14th Armored 

Division, by Annette Brown and family; 

by Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence S. DeVan and 

family, in loving memory of Dr. & Mrs. W. 

Todd DeVan and Mr. & Mrs. David S. 

LeVan; 

by Sherry & George Dey, in memory of 

loved ones; 

by the Edwards family, in loving memory 

of Charles & Lisa Edwards, Carlos & 

Winston Edwards, Agnes Kay, Bill Bowen, 

"Betty" Bowen, Mel & Peg Larson, Mel 

Larson, Jr., Aveneth D'Aquila, Robin 

Meadows, Robert Fahey and Francis 

Ambrogio; 

by Daphne Finney, in memory of loved 

ones; 

by Mandy Fry, in loving memory of her 

parents, Jack & Betty Cluett, and her 

brother, Ernest H. Cluett II; 

in loving memory of James & Barrington 

Fuchs, by their family. 

in loving memory of Lucy Hawley, by her 

sisters, Susan Hawley Kelly, Robin Hawley 

Wood and Courtney Hawley Newell; 

by the Hotchkiss family, in loving memory 

of Joseph W. Hotchkiss, Eugenia W. 

Hotchkiss and Noah W. Hotchkiss; 

by Deborah Huffard, in loving memory of 

her husband, Phillip Huffard, her son, Wick 

Huffard, and her parents, Martha & Frank 

Battin; 

by the William Hughes family, in memory 

of Ryland E.D. Chase and Helen Schley 

Hughes; 

by Michael Kovner & Jean Doyen de 

Montaillou, in loving memory of Kathleen 

Dorothea Lane Kovner and Kathleen "Kay" 

Barbara Kovner; 

in loving memory of Gloria Lange, by her 

daughter, Caryn Cluett Gregg and family; 

in loving memory of Gloria Noel Lange, by 

her son, David Cluett, and her 

granddaughter, Skylar Cluett; 

by the Lockhart and Djuranovic families, in 

loving memory of Grace Strahan Zoephel, 

Karl H. Zoephel, Grace Dagmar Strahan 

and Joseph C.J. Strahan; 
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by Carmen McClain, in loving memory of 

her beloved husband, Donald R. McClain; 

by Wynn McDaniel, in loving memory of 

her parents, Elizabeth R. and James R. 

McDaniel; 

by Maggie & David McGirr, in loving 

memory of Lydia & Bill Richardson, Diane 

& Edward McGirr, Rebecca McGirr and 

Catherine Nix; 

by Pam & Doug Kelly, in memory of Robert 

Charles McIntyre and Robert Charles 

McIntyre Jr.; 

in loving memory of Philip Wahmann Ness 

Jr., by his grandchildren, Alix, James and 

George; 

by Dr. & Mrs. John Nicholson, in loving 

memory of Lee & Linn Grim, Diana & John 

P. Nicholson, Sr; 

in loving memory of Anthony R. Potter, by 

his family; 

by Barbara Robinson, in loving memory 

her husband, John R. Robinson, her 

daughter, Abigail Robinson Bowers and 

her husband, Thomas Bowers; 

in loving memory of Dr. Robert 

Schwimmer & Bette Schwimmer, by their 

children and family; 

by Scott and Lynne Smith and family, with 

grateful hearts for all those who have gone 

before us and on whose shoulders we stand, 

thanks be to God; 

by Susan and Lawrence Sterne, "Blessed is 

the Season!" 

by Pat Swasey, Loring and Sharon Swasey, 

and Courtenay & Peter Crawford, in loving 

memory of Emily Crocker Swasey; 

in honor of John Tabner and in memory of 

Lee Tabner and Carol Craven, by Kate, 

Michael, Samantha, Nick and Walker; 

in loving memory of Anne Thomson, by her 

husband, Jere, and their children, Kate, 

Alice and Peter; 

by Wendy Thorenz, in loving memory of 

Anita, Alfred and Al Thorenz; 

in loving memory of Susan Bray Walker 

and Elizabeth Grace Walker, by David & 

Bobbie Walker; 

by Beverly & John Watling, in memory of 

loved ones; 

by Lizora, Clay, Logan and Cliff Yonce, in 

loving memory of Samuel McClay Yonce. 
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