
CHRIST CHURCH GREENWICH 
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

“God is Moving Us” 
February 2, 2020 

 
Annual Meeting Welcome  
The Rev. Marek P. Zabriskie, Rector 
The Rector, acting as president of the meeting, called the meeting to order at 10:25 AM. 
 
Opening Prayer  
The Rev. Terry Elsberry opened the meeting with a moving prayer, asking for good guidance from Our Lord in 
these trying and stressful times.  Let our parish “Radiate Joy!” was the concluding line of Rev. Elsberry’s prayer. 
 
Program Review 
Marek invited the Rev. Cheryl McFadden to the podium. 
The Rev. Dr. Cheryl McFadden explained that the meeting would be structured differently than past Annual 
Parish Meetings.  The start of this meeting will reveal how “God is Moving Among Us.”  Cheryl introduced the 
following persons who reported on the areas in which they have taken a leading role. 
 
Children’s Ministries – The Rev. Abby VanderBrug  

Good morning! It feels like a long time ago that I was visiting here on my interview trip, and what I remember 
most about that experience is that I felt like God was moving here. It was evident right off the bat that you 
weren’t a parish that wanted to sit still, but you were working hard to become the people and place God was 
calling you into.  I was so attracted to that spirit and am overjoyed to do that work in Children’s Ministries. 

Since I have been here that feeling has proven to be true.  The spirit of hope for a vibrant church is palpable. 

I’ve had so many beautiful moments with children here that prove that. 

But one that sticks out particularly well is in Children’s Chapel this fall when I taught the preschool group the 
Lord’s Prayer with a collection of symbols.  To learn the phrase “hallowed be God’s name” I showed them a 
nametag with the word “God” on it and to God’s name is a very special and serious thing. 

As we were lining up one little girl pulled me aside and whispered in my ear, “Miss Abby, is God really here?” 
“Yes, of course, God is always here.”  She whispered back to me, “Well don’t you think he should be wearing his 
nametag?” 

For me this exchange firmly demonstrated the fact that we all know, but often forget, children have an incredibly 
rich spiritual life.  Children have a place in their hearts where they wonder about who God is, they can feel 
connected to a worshipping body and space; they talk to God in their prayers, and depend on their faith in 
incredible ways.  

And as the adults in their lives and as members of their worshipping community, we are called to nurture this 
and give them a strong formational experience. 

So often I hear that people desire a thriving Children’s Ministry because children “are the future of the church” 
and while that sentiment is partly true, I believe it often leaves us in an unhealthy relationship with children. 
Children are not something to value because they will one day be useful.  They are to be valued because they, like 
us, are a part of this church right now. 

Ad so my hope and prayer for us is that we faithfully respond to the children that are among us with open arms; 
that our liturgy values their voices just as much as our voices, their formation is just as important as our 
formation, their community is just as important as our community. 

In 2020 we have some incredible new programming that will drive this vision forward.  We are anticipating 
sharing a new children’s garden with the nursery school , tea parties, bingo parties, a newly imagine 
family-service, more child-focused liturgies, and the new 10:10 parent forum.  I am also thrilled to be involved in 
bringing an Episcopal identity to our preschool, creating a chapel service, and supporting our nursery schools 
parents and staff in a pastoral role. 

And so I wonder, how might we continue to open doors for our children? 

I wonder how our hearts might be transformed through the practice of embracing children. 

And I wonder how you might be called into this ministry? 
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God is moving among us, and I am thrilled to be discerning our future together.  It’s been an incredible five 
months with you all and I look forward to many more!  Thank you. 

 
Youth Formation – Kathy Ewald  
The youth committee is very grateful for the love and support each of you has given to our youth -- 260 strong!  
Your love for our youth changes lives each day -- your smile in the pews, great eye contact in the glass hallway, 
willingness to volunteer your time and your financial support has allowed our teens to feel and know God's love 
under the amazing leadership of Lauren Johnson and Nick Gage. Thank you!!  
 
A couple of wonderful events to look forward to:  
 
● Sunday Feb. 23 will be Youth Sunday, where CCG youth (MS and US kids) will lead all the services as verger, 

acolytes, readers, ushers, sermon. Please come and support them! 
● The youth committee, headed up by our teen members of the vestry, Matthew Sullivan and Miranda Calver, 

are planning an Earth Day evening prayer service.  Wed. April 22, 6 pm, hopefully outdoors.   
● Youth participation on the vestry has been amazing so we're continuing the program! The application and 

selection process for our next teen vestry members will begin in February, with decisions planned for April. 
Our two current (and first!) teen vestry members have been faithfully attending almost every vestry 
meeting since May, and often give and are solicited for their opinions and input.  They have really enjoyed 
being part of the vestry, and it's refreshing to hear from them in the meetings. 

● LOFT -- the Middle school youth group will continue to meet on Sunday afternoons  -- great momentum and 
total fun!  

● GPL (Global Philanthropy Leaders) continues, with the teens (there are around 10 of them in the group) 
continuing to research and make micro-loans to citizens in impoverished countries, learning about the 
effects of poverty and philanthropy for people who live very different lives than their own 

● Choir team building, led by Lauren and Nick, occurs on a regular basis, and this coming weekend is the 
choir/acolyte ski trip (our 4th annual!) to Jiminy Peak. 

● There is a winter weekend retreat scheduled for the end of February, a confirmation retreat to Harrisburg, 
PA (where last year's mission trip took place), and a mission trip to a new location in Vermont scheduled for 
this summer 

 
Thanks again for your love and support! We truly are grateful. 
 
Adult Spiritual Formation – Elizabeth Darling  
It is a privilege to speak on behalf of the Adult Spiritual Formation Committee. I am fortunate to work with 
CoChairs, Audrey Schaus and Pam Ferraro and Rev’d Cheryl McFadden. We have many exciting upcoming events 
to announce: 

● 10:10 with dynamic speakers 
● Family Matters for parents, grandparents and anyone who loves and cares for children and youth during 

the Sunday school hour. Co-facilitated by Bobbi Eggers and Cheryl 
● Lent Book Study focusing on Lent With Evelyn Underhill, edited by Bishop G.P. Mellick Belshaw. The class 

is co-facilitated by Hilary Lea and Cheryl McFadden. March 1, 8, 15. In addition, we will offer a Lenten 
Reflections edited by Lisa Tebbe and Cheryl that will be available on the website with a few hard copies 
as well. 

● The LGBTQ+ Community and Allies will gather for a Wine and Cheese Social on March 1st, immediately 
after Compline and Communion, 5:30-7 pm in the Family Room.  

● Jennifer Pharr Davis, Christian writer, extraordinary hiker of the Appalachian Trail, and mother of young 
children will present on March 29th, 5:30-7 in the Chapel.  

● Courage and Faith will sponsor John Dominic Crossan on May 2 and 3. John Ford is the contact person.  
● The Pastoral Care Committee will host a retreat on Saturday, May 30 at St. Birgitta’s, 9-3, focusing on 

the Spirituality of Caregiving by Henri Nouwen (available in the Dogwood Bookstore) and the aged. The 
retreat is facilitated by Cheryl McFadden and other health care personnel. The cost is $50 

● The women of the parish are invited to a Women's Retreat, May 8-9, at Camp Washington focusing on 
"Connecting to our Inner Wisdom." The Star in My Heart by Joyce Rupp will be featured and is available 
in the Dogwood Bookstore. . The retreat is facilitated by the lay women of the Adult Spiritual Formation 
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Committee and Cheryl McFadden. The cost is $175 for a single room and $150 for a double. Space is 
limited so please register online on our website this week.  

 
Music – Jamie Hitel, Director of Music 

● Jamie reported that the Music Program is thriving and growing.  
● Sarah Harris, the Director of the St. Nicholas choir meets with her young singers on Thursdays at 3:45 

PM. 
● The “Ribbon Training” choristers arrive at 4:30 to 5 PM each week.  
● In addition to musical training, all choristers are required to pass Christian Training Education courses; 

one course is “Fidelity to the Gospel.” The questions are tough! 
● The choristers are a top notch group of individuals, all very bright and competitive. 
● Sarah Harris and Jonathan Vaughn, Associate Director of Music, are part of an incredible and valuable 

team. 
● Additionally, Dr. Elizabeth Fitts is our new Music Administrator; we value her greatly! 
● The choristers are now away on a ski trip, along with the Youth Groups – a good thing for all of our 

young people to engage and get to know one another.   There are a lot of “green shoots” in our music and 
youth groups that are starting to blossom, and these are clear evidence of God's marvelous work with 
our musicians of all ages.  I thank the whole music team for such wonderful growth and progress in our 
music programs. 

 
Outreach – Lucy Rinaldi 
 
2019 Review:  

● Midnight Run: 2 runs during the year (up from 1 in 2018), with about 100 homeless people served and 
25+ volunteers involved in each project (sorting donated items, making food and going on the runs) 

● Inspirica Dinners: 12 Christ Church dinners served, with about 25 people served at each event, and 8 
volunteers serving. 9 Christ Church/Temple Sholom dinners served, with about 15 people served at each 
event and 3 CC volunteers at each. 

● Pancake Supper and Harvest Dinner – Parish-wide events, with about 120 people at each event. Items 
were collected at the PS for Midnight Run and 35 N2N clients joined us at the Harvest Dinner. 

● First Fruits Food Drive, with food collected each Sunday of Lent, benefitting N2N. 
● Packathon was held in May, with 150+ CC volunteers participating and 29,000 meals provided and 

packaged to benefit Greenwich families and also those in the Fairfield community over the summer 
months when school meals are not available. 

● Food Sorting Day was held at the Food Bank of Lower Fairfield County in July, with 17 CC volunteers. 
● 500 Backpacks were stuffed for N2N in August which went to Greenwich school children, who could not 

otherwise afford them. 18 CC volunteers. 
● Liberations was visited in Norwalk and we started a program of going bimonthly to their Families In 

Recovery Program to do Arts and Crafts, help with resumes and socialize. 10 CC volunteers. 
● N2N asked for our help in stuffing 500 Thanksgiving baskets with trimmings for Thanksgiving dinners; 

45+ CC volunteers signed up and we completed the task in 1 ½ hours. 
● Pacific House Homeless Shelter was decorated for Xmas by 30+ CC volunteers on the Saturday after 

Thanksgiving. 
● Family Reentry benefitted from 100 Giving Tree gifts donated by CC parishioners in December. 
● Domus Work n Learn benefitted from 2 CC volunteers who go weekly to help with resumes and 

interview skills. We also started a Domus Culinary course where 8 – 10 16 – 20 year-olds are taught 
basic cooking skills each week. We are now on our third session of this course and 15 CC volunteers have 
been involved. 

● International we sent a group of 10 people (including Marek Zabriskie) to Cuba to ascertain the viability 
of engaging in a companion parish partnership with a Cuban parish. We took supplies, visited with the 
Bishop of Cuba and went to two parishes. 

 
2020 plans: 

● We plan to repeat all of the 2019 activities. 
● Pacific House we are working with PH to develop a mentor/support program to work with their Young 

Adults (18 – 24 year olds). We will visit once a quarter to work on this program. 
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● Domus Invictus Program we have already sent 3 speakers to talk to young men recently released from 
prison. This is a weekly program and we will continue to work with Invictus to send speakers and to 
look at opportunities to support the program further. 

● International  9 CC parishioners are traveling to Cuba in February to complete further due diligence on 
the possibility of a companion parish partnership there.  

  
Organization: 
The Outreach Commission is now fully-populated with 9 members. 
Randy Wolf is moving away and Dan Broderick is taking over his coChair role. Melissa Liebre will take over as 
Co-Chair from Lucy Rinaldi during 2020. 
We continue to identify leaders for each of the Outreach programs. 
  
Where are we finding Transformation? 
We have been working hard to identify how we can best support the organizations we are partnering with. We 
are trying to listen to their needs, rather than telling them what we can do. As a result of this, we had several 
times during 2019 (Backpacks, Thanksgiving baskets, Families in Recovery program, Domus Culinary as 
examples), where we sent out calls for help from our parishioners, often at short notice. In every case, the 
response was immediate and positive. We work hard at being with our neighbors, rather than just serving them. 
 
Pastoral Care – The Rev. Cheryl McFadden 

● Cheryl began her comments by asking all to consider becoming involved in pastoral care. 
● She pointed out that it is stated in the Prayer Book Catechism that the first minister of the church is the 

laity. 
● Cheryl invited all to join the pastor retreat on May 30th when the Henri Nouwen book will be a basis for 

discussion. 
● Cheryl concluded that pastoral care is the crux of our Parish. 

 
Marek thanked all of the presenters above for their involvement of these important ministries at Christ Church. 
He feels very blessed in his ministry at this church.  He informed all that Abby will be ordained in June.  
 
Lynn Garelick, Clerk  
Presentation of the Roll of Members 
Minutes of the 2019 Annual Meeting  
Standing Resolutions 
 
Lynn Garelick, Clerk, assumed the podium. 
 
Mr. President, the role of Christ Church members for 2019 as of December 31, 2019 was 725 Households; 1662 
Individuals. 
 
Mr. President, I call for approval of the 2019 annual meeting minutes (they are in your packet). Are there any 
corrections to the minutes as presented in the annual report?  There were no corrections; the minutes were 
approved unanimously. 
 
Mr. President, every year, at Christ Church, we approve the following Resolutions permitting the leadership of 
the parish to invest, to borrow, and to engage an auditor. 
 

TO INVEST 
RESOLVED, that the Vestry of the Parish, or its designee, be and hereby is authorized and empowered for 
and in the name of the Parish of Christ Church, to open and maintain such bank and brokerage accounts 
as it deems appropriate, and to invest and reinvest all moneys now or hereafter in the treasury of the 
Parish in such manner as it deems appropriate. 
 
TO BORROW 
RESOLVED, that the Vestry of the Parish be and it hereby is authorized and empowered for and in the 
name of the Parish of Christ Church to borrow on such terms and conditions as it deems appropriate 
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from such sources as it deems appropriate, such sum or sums of money as may be necessary to pay the 
expenses of the Parish. 
 
TO ELECT AN AUDITOR  
RESOLVED, that the Michael A. Duca Company, and they hereby are, retained by the Parish of Christ 
Church as auditors in 2020 for the 2019 year. 

 
Lynn Garelick called for a vote to approve the Standing Resolutions. 
The Resolutions were passed unanimously. 
 
Financial Review  
 
2019 Endowment Investment Results - Park Duncan, Chair, Endowment Investment Committee  
 
Thank you to Wesley Oler for his recently-completed term as Chair of the EIC. 
 
For 2019 the Christ Church Endowment achieved a substantial return of 18.5%, during a period in which nearly 
all asset categories performed well.  Over the past three years and ten years the Endowment return was 7.6% per 
annum.  That rate exceeds the annual distribution to the Church, which has been declining from 5% to 4.6%.  
Therefore, there has been ample excess return that has contributed to the overall growth in the Endowment 
investment assets.  The portfolio began 2019 at a value of $7,956,109, net of the outstanding margin loan, and 
finished the year at $9,335,514.  During the year there were $170,000 of contributions to the portfolio and 
$528,695 of withdrawals.  The margin loan at year-end was $1,667,944. 
 
The portfolio is managed by the EIC with guidance and recommendations provided by Fiduciary Trust Company, 
an arrangement that is judged to be very effective by the EIC.  Fiduciary Trust and the EIC have a favorable 
outlook on the prospects for the investments in 2020. 
 
Note:  The audience was referred to pages 10 – 12, Christ Church Endowment 2019, in the “God is Moving 
Amount Us” 2020 Annual Meeting Packet, January 1, 2019 – December 31, 2019.  
 
Endowment Commission Review – Chip Skinner, Chair, Endowment Commission 
 
Endowment Loan 

Chip referred all to the PowerPoint projected on the large screen. 

I have just taken over as Chair of the Endowment Commission, which reports to the vestry and oversees various 
assets of the church, including the Endowment and the Arbor Society.  

One of the projects the Endowment Commission (EC) has been working on for the past couple of years is “How 
do we address the Church loan, also referred to as the Endowment Loan?”  The current loan balance is 
approximately $1.9m and is secured by the investments in the Endowment (as seen on slide 11).  The loan is a 
vestige of more challenging financial times in Christ Church’s history, including an aborted capital campaign in 
2006, which was launched just before the Great Recession….as well as advances made for the 2013 “Church 
Repair/Renovation” campaign, for which we continue to receive scheduled pledges payments.  

 
The Endowment Commission’s position on the topic is pretty straightforward: 

● Debt, particularly on a church’s balance sheet, with no obvious source of repayment, is generally a bad 
idea 

● Eliminating interest expense of  the loan would be desirable 
● The Endowment assets have benefited from recent market strength 
● Repaying the loan would provide a fresh start/clean slate…a base that we can build on with our current 

positive momentum and growth 
● A clean balance sheet would also be in keeping with our goal of adopting best practices 

 
So last month the EC recommended that the Vestry adopt a set of resolutions that call for paying off the loan over 
the next 3 years, by year-end 2023. The Vestry considered and approved the resolutions at the January 15th 
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Vestry meeting.  In the next week or so we will make our first principal pay-down of about 1/3 of the balance 
from the cash held in the unrestricted portion of the Endowment. 
 
Slide 13 reflects the current market value of Christ Church’s institutional funds, which at year end were 
approximately $11m, 70% of which was unrestricted. The remaining 30% of funds are “restricted”, meaning they 
were legacy or other gifts that were received with instructions to support a specific program, such as music, 
youth ministries, etc.  The $11m of assets, less the $1.9m loan, resulted in a net account value of $9.1m at 
year-end 2019. 
 
Slide 14 includes a list of Expected Capital Needs through year 2030. In addition to paying the loan off in its 
entirety, there are about $3m in repairs, replacement and renovations that will need to take place.  The main 
organ will need to be replaced at an estimated cost of $3.5m (about 80% of which has been already raised!).  And 
finally, in support of other long term strategic initiatives, we have set a goal of doubling the size of the 
endowment to by 2030. 
 
Arbor Society – Chip Skinner  
Chip ended his Endowment Report with comments on the status of the Arbor Society.  He and a committee are in 
the early stages of re-organizing and re-vitalizing the Arbor Society.  The committee anticipates that they will 
re-launch the Arbor Society in the near future. 
 
2019 Budget Review – JT Coe, Treasurer 
JT referred the audience to the “God is Moving Among Us” 2020 Annual Meeting Packet, to pages 13 – 16 for a 
reference categories as to the Budget Review for 2020.  These pages were also projected with a power point 
presentation on a large screen.  JT reviewed/commented on all 15 boxes.  The last box in the pamphlet and in the 
power point presentation concluded with a positive positon for the parish going forward:  Investing in Vision 
2020 … and the Future – Thanks to your generous support, CCG’s financial picture is solid and the future is 
brighter than ever.  Your Support will allow us to further invest in programming (Worship, Music, Youth, 
Outreach, Children, Education).  Thank you!  
 
2020 Proposed Budget – JT Coe, Treasurer 
JT referred all to the Annual Meeting Packet again, pages 17 – 20, Christ Church Greenwich 2020 Budget.  These 
pages were also projected on the large screen.  
Jt asked for a motion to approve the 2020 Budget, motion was made, seconded and approved unanimously by the 
parish audience.  
  
Recognition of retiring Vestry, Delegates, Chairs 
The Rev. Marek Zabriskie, George Belshaw. Senior Warden, Ken Halcom, Junior Warden 
 
Marek announced that this morning we would like to thank and recognize the Vestry Class of 2020 for their 
leadership and service to Christ Church.  Marek called the 2020 Vestry Class to the podium: Marnie Dawson Carr, 
Kathy Ewald, Sara LaPorta, JT Coe and Ken Halcom.  Marek commented on the special gifts and attributes that 
each of these members had brought to their term on the Vestry. 
 
George presented the Class their certificates and a Book of Common Prayer; Ken and George shook their hands. 
Marek then announced that he and the wardens would like to thank and recognize retiring chairs of committees 
and commissions.    A small thank you gift was offered.  The following retiring commission and committee chairs 
were recognized: 
 

Craig Barnes, Lector  
Elaine Baryn, Worship 
Stephen Bitteker, Ushers  
Sara Boyle, Pastoral Care  
Dan Broderick, Convention Delegate 
Connie Cowen, Christian Formation  
Terry Darling, Endowment Commission  
Robin Dodd, Choir Parent Guild 

John Ford, Arbor Society  
Becky Ford, Courage & Faith  
Rebecca Fretty, Database  
Carter Harris, Arbor Society  
Peter Helmer, Database 
KC King, Audit Committee  
Sara LaPorta, Parish Development  
Maggie McGirr, Convention Delegate  
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Amy Mooney, New Membership  
Barbara O’Shea, New Membership  
Wes Oler, Endowment Investment Committee  
Karen Royce, Christian Formation  
Nancy Thode, Arts & Spirit  

Courtney Wilson, New Members  
Randy Wolf, Outreach  
Debbie Wolf, pastoral Care  
David Yudain, Horseneck, Marketing, Bookstore 
Dolly Powers, Altar Guild Directress 

 
Vestry Volunteer Award – Marnie Dawson Carr, Susan Ness  
 

Good Morning. My name is Susan Ness, and I am a member of the vestry. I am honored to be standing with our 
senior and junior wardens, and with my Vice Chair of nominating, Marnie Carr, to present the vestry 
volunteer recognition award, to two amazing people. 

This award is to recognize parishioners, who have given exemplary service to the church and the community, 
over several years. The award is in the form of a gold pin, which was created as a shield by Canon West in 
1962. Former recipients were George Belshaw, Emily Ragsdale, Rusty Parker, Mimi Pivirotto, and Sandy 
McCullough. 

This year’s recipients are a team, a couple, yet most outstanding as individuals in their own right. As you all 
know, Christ Church would not be what it is today, an inviting and welcoming parish, without the dedication, 
leadership and friendly smiles of our Christ Church Volunteers.  My old school motto, Simplicity, Sincerity, 
and Service, comes to mind as I think of these two individuals. 

I am honored, on behalf of the vestry, to award this recognition, to Joanne and Neil Bouknight.  Let’s all 
applaud as Neil and Joanne come forward to receive their pins. 

Joanne is known by parishioners as the Christ Church photographer who documents all of our events and 
posts them on the website. She is a naturalist who follows her neighborhood wildlife and takes 
magnificent photographs of local birds.  She was featured in a very-popular one woman exhibit at Cos Cob 
Library. She is a master craftsman with paper who creates books, photo albums, card cases and many other 
exquisite items from beautiful paper.  She recently documented the art of Christ Church in magnificent 
photographs that are featured in the notebook produced by the Arts and Spirit Committee that may be viewed 
in the main office.  Joanne, in her very quiet manner, is everywhere, photographing and recording our 
beautiful church campus. 

Neil’s knowledge of the history and structure of Christ Church is unparalleled.  He can show you pictures of 
the St John’s altar, before it was dismantled, and can point out where a door to the outside, used to be.  He 
knows all about the heating and cooling systems, as well as all of the lighting in the church.  He is our resident 
sound and video expert. An architect by Profession, Neil has served on the property commission for many 
years and added great wisdom. 

Joanne and Neil have been involved with the music program for several years. They had two sons in the choir, 
Cornelius and Sebastian, and served as choir chaperones on the choir trip to York, England in 2012. 

They help out in so many ways, including taking photographs of the major music concerts and organizing the 
recordings of the events. Together, they setup video screens for our organ recitals. Recently, Joanne 
volunteered for the choir camp this last summer, helping with the arts and crafts.  Neil was instrumental in 
the installation of the new chapel organ. 

 
Elections – Marnie Dawson Carr, Chair, Nominating Committee  
Officers  
Vestry Class of 2023  
Convention Delegates  
 
Report of the 2019 Nominating Committee to the 2020 Annual Parish Meeting and the Election of 
Officers, the Vestry Class of 2023, and the Delegates and Alternates to Diocesan Conventions and 
Regional Meetings 
Marek introduced Marnie Carr, Chair of the Nominating Committee. 
Marnie reviewed the nominated slate of officers, which she referenced to the 2020 Annual Meeting Packet, 
page 21. 
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Mr. President, the officers elected to a two-year term in January 2019: George Belshaw, Senior Warden and 
Ken Halcom, Junior Warden  
Mr. President, I present for election, term ending at the 2021 Annual Meeting: JT Cod, Treasurer and Lynn 
Garelick, Clerk 
Mr. President, I present the nominations for the Vestry Class of 2023 – please come forward when I say your 
name: Dominic Casserly, Elizabeth Darling, Rebecca Fretty, Patrick Kerney, Frank “Buzz” Moore. 
Mr. President, I present the nomination for our Convention Delegates: Rob Bridges, Anne Drake, Kamal 
Browning (Alternate), William Jarvis (Alternate) 
 
Marnie thanked the 2019 Nominating Committee for their steadfast, hard work and wise counsel over several 
months and named them, Marnie Dawson Carr, Chair, JT Coe,  Kathy Ewald,  Ken Halcom, Sara LaPorta, as the 
outgoing Vestry members, Amy Mooney, Audrey Schaus, and Randy Schwimmer as the Members at Large, and 
ex officio, Senior Warden George Belshaw . She added that the Committee had consulted regularly with our 
Rector.  She thanked the parish at large for their enthusiastic and thoughtful participation in the nominating 
process and noted the committee received nominations of over 50 excellent, qualified candidates whom we 
reviewed with thankfulness, thoughtfulness and care.   
 
Marnie noted that the goal was to select parish members of a variety of talents and backgrounds who could 
represent the diversity of our congregation, who were - as a group overall - participant in and knowledgeable 
about the several programs and ministries of Christ Church, and had demonstrated sustained support and 
commitment to the mission of our parish…people who would serve with joy, integrity and wisdom. The 
Nominating Committee sought to perpetuate the kind of strong, caring and dedicated lay leadership with 
which Christ Church Greenwich has long and remarkably been blessed.  We believed God was moving among 
us throughout the nominating process and were truly grateful for this 2020 slate of able and devoted 
parishioners, whom I thanked for their willingness to serve.   
 
Marnie noted that, as called for in the parish bylaws, the entire slate of candidates for nomination had been 
approved by the Vestry at their October 2019 meeting, and that Nominees names and biographies had been 
presented to the parish on the website since that time.  She then presented the nominees for Officers, noting 
that the Senior Warden George Belshaw and Junior Warden Ken Halcom had already been elected to a 
two-year term in January 2019 and were thus not up for election. She presented the nominee for Clerk, Lynn 
Garelick and the nominee for Treasurer, JT Coe, explaining they were up for election to a one year term 
ending at the 2021 Annual Parish Meeting, but were eligible to be elected to an unlimited number of 
subsequent one year terms.  
 
Marnie then presented the nominees for Vestry For election to a three year term ending at the 2023 Annual 
Meeting:  Dominic Casserley, Elizabeth Darling, Rebecca Fretty, Patrick Kerney, and Frank “Buzz” Moore.  She 
then named the nominees for Delegates to Diocesan Conventions and Diocesan Regional Meetings, Rob 
Bridges and Anne Drake, and their Alternates Kamal Browning and William “Bill” Jarvis, for election to a 
two-year term ending at the 2022 Annual Meeting.  The entire slate of nominees was elected unanimously. 
 Those elected were congratulated.  
 
Closing Remarks – George Belshaw, Senior Warden  
 

Wow! God is moving among us! You can feel it! You can see it! To think of what is happening here at CCG it’s 
so powerful! 

We all have made the transition from an institution that has been constrained by our own faults and 
limitations to one that is moved by God’s grace and spirit within us.  

You heard it in Marek’s sermon this morning. You heard from Cheryl, Abby, Jamie, Elizabeth and Kathy. You 
saw it in Park’s, Chip’s and JT’s presentations. You saw it in Susan’s and Marnie’s honoring of Neil and Joanne 
and you saw it in the committee chairs who have contributed so much to the church they love! And best of all, 
you can see it in the faces of everyone of us here this morning. 

We are so blessed to have an extremely talented staff both lay and clergy who help make all this possible. We 
began investing in our team about three years ago and we are experiencing the reward today. It’s one of the 
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key factors of our progress.  We must continue to put our faith and trust in God and hire talented folks as we 
expand our Children’s, Youth, Outreach, Music, and other offerings. 

We restarted the quiet phase last year of the main organ project. It has taken off! We are now at 85% of our 
$3.5 MM goal.  We anticipate starting the critical public phase of this campaign with educational opportunities 
in the coming months. In the meantime we continue to seek gifts that will have a significant impact on the 
campaign.  

We strive to create disciples in the Episcopal Church and for over 80 almost 90 years, our music program has 
done just that, by forming children, youth and adults to serve Christ is all aspects of their lives.  We do it with 
our Children’s and Youth programs our Outreach and Pastoral Care. I’ve seen the results in my children and I 
see it in others. I see it here in this room.  

Neighbor to Neighbor is finally moving forward with their new building on our campus!  The State Supreme 
Court ruled in its favor last year allowing the organization to provide a vital service to those in need 
Greenwich, and there are many, with an up-to-date and welcoming facility. They are truly doing God’s work. 
So many of our parishioners have toiled tirelessly on this effort. We should be proud that this organization 
grew out of our outreach nearly 40 years ago and that we continue to provide for it. Expect to see 
construction begin this summer. JT is acting as our construction liaison interfacing with the Neighbor team 
and our folks. 

Our little Christ Church Nursery School is thriving! Happy faces are everywhere! Have you noticed the new 
logo on the wall at the end of the hallway? Under the leadership of Jennifer Purdy, the director, and Clarena 
McBeth and Megan Morell, president and vice president, the school is becoming an episcopal school. Abby is 
the school chaplain, its first! Weekly chapel will be instituted come September. All wonderful initiatives that 
teach our children the importance of being caring and loving citizens. 

Our world is in a dire need of spiritual connection. Society tells us to look for it in individual pursuits, through 
technology, consumerism, proving our self-worth to others.  So, why does Christ Church work? Because we 
serve others, together. We take Christ into the community, together. We are present, together! 

 
Q & A – The Rev. Marek P. Zabriskie, George Belshaw  
Marek asked if there were any questions or comments from the assembly. 
 

● Lisa Tebbe congratulated the Rector and Wardens on the conduct of a very good Annual Parish 
Meeting. 

● Phil Ness thanked Marek for being a great Rector and for welcoming new members to the parish. 
● Katie Orphanos (Chair of the Property Commission) thanked the church for implementing/installing 

ADA facilities on campus.  She also advised the assembly that she was conducting campus tours on 
Saturday mornings for anyone who would like to familiarize themselves with the campus and its 
buildings. 

● Marek commented that one of the goals for the next 10 years is to bring all of the campus and the 
buildings to a top grade condition. 

 
Benediction and Adjournment – The Rev. Andrew Kryzak 
 
Andrew read a closing benediction from The Book of Common Prayer. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 12 noon. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Lynn Garelick 
Clerk  
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