
Via Crucis

Good Friday

April 2, 2021 · 5:00 pm

REMINDER: Face masks must be worn while on church campus.

To ensure your safety and that of those around you, please be sure that your mask

covers both your nose and mouth at all times. Thank you.

About the Service

This evening’s meditation offers a ruminative resource for prayer and reflection on Christ’s death. It

has a structure that is similar to the Stations of the Cross, used for many centuries. The service contains

a selection of deeply felt, but restrained prayers by Eric Milner-White. These are interspersed with

descriptive organ pieces by Philip Moore, which act as musical responses to the words, and range from

meditative to more challenging, dramatic moods.

The Very Revd Eric Milner-White (1884-1963) was a distinguished anglican priest and academic. He

was Dean of King’s College, Cambridge, where he introduced the Service of Nine Lessons and Carols,

and asked Herbert Howells to write his Collegium Regale setting of the canticles and communion

service.  He moved from King’s to be Dean of York Minster in 1941.

Philip Moore’s fourteen reflections on Milner-White’s prayers are all founded on a single motif, which is

heard in the opening of the first, in the form of a slow repeating bass line, or passacaglia. This single

motif is explored in all manner of guises and carries us on our journey through Christ’s crucifixion. The

fifteenth reflection acts as a postlude, and is based on the hymn tune Rockingham, sung to When I survey

the wondrous cross.



Order of Service

The Gathering

Officiant Let us pray

O Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God, we pray thee to set thy Passion,

Cross and death between thy judgment and our souls, now and in the hour of

our death. Vouchsafe to the living mercy and grace, to the dead pardon and

rest, to thy holy Church peace and concord, and to us sinners everlasting life

and glory; who with the Father and the Holy Ghost livest and reignest world

without end. Amen.

The glorious Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ bring us to the joys of Paradise.

Amen.

1 . The Agony in Gethsemane

Officiant We adore thee, O Christ, and we bless thee.

All Because by thy holy Cross thou hast redeemed the world.

Be thou ever blessed, O Lord Christ, for thy sovereign mercy; who, though

assailed by loneliness, and a dread agony, didst choose to die for our

redemption, and make both earth and heaven rejoice; and now reignest, the

First and the Last and the Living One, God, for ever and ever.

Musical Reflection 1

2. The Kiss of Judas

Officiant We adore thee, O Christ, and we bless thee.

All Because by thy holy Cross thou hast redeemed the world.

O Lamb of God, who with guileless lips didst gently touch those that were full of

deceit: receive us thy weak and unfaithful friends with like forbearance, and by

the very kiss of thy pardon convict us of our sin; who livest and reignest with

the Father and the Holy Spirit, God, world without end.
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Musical Reflection 2

3. Art thou the Christ?

Officiant We adore thee, O Christ, and we bless thee.

All Because by thy holy Cross thou hast redeemed the world.

O Lord Jesus Christ, who, bound and alone, didst proclaim the Messiah before

the High Priest and elders of thy people: make plain, we beseech thee, the

perpetual truth amid the transient show; and open our ears to hear, our eyes to

perceive, and our lips to declare, that thou with the Father and the Holy Ghost

art one only eternal and glorious God, world without end.

Musical Reflection 3

4. The Denial

Officiant We adore thee, O Christ, and we bless thee.

All Because by thy holy Cross thou hast redeemed the world.

O Lord Jesus Christ, look upon us with those eyes of thine wherewith thou didst

look upon Peter in the hall, that with Peter we may repent and, by thy same

love, be forgiven.

O Lord Jesus Christ, turn thy face from our sins, but turn it not from us, for

thine endless mercies’ sake.

Musical Reflection 4

5. Pilate washes his hands

Officiant We adore thee, O Christ, and we bless thee.

All Because by thy holy Cross thou hast redeemed the world.

Almighty God, the Judge of the whole earth: suffer us not to falter in courage

nor to palter with justice after the manner of Pontius Pilate; who when he saw

that a tumult was made, washed his hands of just dealing, and delivered the

guiltless to death, even thine only Son our Saviour Jesus Christ; who now liveth

and reigneth in the glory of the eternal Trinity, God, for ever and ever.
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Musical Reflection 5

6. The Scourging

Officiant We adore thee, O Christ, and we bless thee.

All Because by thy holy Cross thou hast redeemed the world.

O Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God, who wast bruised for our iniquities,

yet in thy love and in thy pity didst redeem us: we beseech thee, restrain us

from the sins that scourge thee again, and others and ourselves no less: by thy

merciful power, who livest and reignest with the Father and the Holy Spirit,

God, for ever and ever.

Musical Reflection 6

7. Bearing the Cross

Officiant We adore thee, O Christ, and we bless thee.

All Because by thy holy Cross thou hast redeemed the world.

O Lord, thou lover of men, who, lifting the Cross upon thy shoulder, barest in

symbol and in truth all the sins of the world: strengthen us to heed not the

tribulations which are but for a season, but to bear cheerfully thy yoke unto the

glory which passes not away; where with the Father and the Holy Ghost thou

livest and reignest, God, world without end.

Musical Reflection 7

8. St Simon of Cyrene

Officiant We adore thee, O Christ, and we bless thee.

All Because by thy holy Cross thou hast redeemed the world.

Grant, O Lord, that we on whose forehead hath been set the sign of the Cross,

may be ready and resolute to bear the Cross itself, in company with Simon of

Cyrene and all thy saints that have endured for thee and with thee; who now

livest and reignest with the Father and the Holy Spirit, ever one God, world

without end.
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Musical Reflection 8

9. Daughters of Jerusalem

Officiant We adore thee, O Christ, and we bless thee.

All Because by thy holy Cross thou hast redeemed the world.

Vouchsafe, O Lord God, that, as we thy sons and daughters look upon the

Saviour for our sakes ready to die, we may mourn not for him, whose pains

were our glory, but for ourselves, whose shames are his wounds: and may

repent unto thee, who with the same thy Son and the Holy Ghost art one God,

holy and pitiful, for ever and ever.

Musical Reflection 9

10. The Nailing

Officiant We adore thee, O Christ, and we bless thee.

All Because by thy holy Cross thou hast redeemed the world.

O Lord Jesus Christ, who wast silent when men nailed thee to the Cross, and by

pain didst triumph over pain: pour thy Spirit on thy servants who suffer, that in

their quietness and courage thou mayest triumph again, and redeem every

sorrow: who livest and reignest in the glory of the eternal Trinity, God, world

without end.

Musical Reflection 10

11. Seven Words

Officiant We adore thee, O Christ, and we bless thee.

All Because by thy holy Cross thou hast redeemed the world.

O Lord Jesus Christ, who from out thy silence upon the Cross didst bequeath to

thy Church Seven Words: grant that we may ponder them as the inexhaustible

Gospel of thy love and of the world’s redemption; and learn likewise both by

speech and silence to glorify our Father in heaven; who with thee and the Holy

Spirit liveth and reigneth, one God, world without end.
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Musical Reflection 11

12. The Darkness

Officiant We adore thee, O Christ, and we bless thee.

All Because by thy holy Cross thou hast redeemed the world.

Grant, O Lord God, that while the darkness cometh up over the whole land to

cover the dying Saviour, thy dear Son, we may behold the marvellous light that

shineth from his Cross, and be led by it to the kingdom, where with thee and

the Holy Ghost he liveth and reigneth, God, world without end.

Musical Reflection 12

13. The Death of the Lord Jesus

Officiant We adore thee, O Christ, and we bless thee.

All Because by thy holy Cross thou hast redeemed the world.

Blessed be thy Name, O Jesu, Son of the most high God; blessed be the sorrow

thou sufferedst when thy holy hands and feet were nailed to the tree; and

blessed thy love when, the fulness of pain accomplished, thou didst give thy

soul into the hands of the Father; so by thy Cross and precious Blood

redeeming all the world, all longing souls departed and the numberless unborn;

who now livest and reignest in the glory of the eternal Trinity, God for ever and

ever.

Musical Reflection 13

14. The Burial

Officiant We adore thee, O Christ, and we bless thee.

All Because by thy holy Cross thou hast redeemed the world.

Gather us, O Father of mercy, round the body of thy dear Son, slain and still;

that by such proof and power of love we may be drawn into one living body of

faith and praise, close to each other, close to him; who now livest and reignest

with thee and the Holy Ghost, one God, world without end.
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Musical Reflection 14

The Conclusion

Officiant Bury our sins, O blessed Saviour, in thy grave; and make us to rise up in the life

of grace, and abide and advance in it, until we come to the city of light and joy;

where with the Father and the Holy Spirit thou livest and reignest, God, world

without end.

Let us pray for the coming of God’s kingdom in the words our Saviour taught

us.

All Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive them that trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

for ever and ever. Amen.

Officiant Almighty everlasting God, who hast reared from earth unto heaven a mighty

Tree, standing for ever, whereon before the face of men hangeth a Man,

stretched and nailed, rejected, dying and alone: O thou that art true and

shewest only truth, grant us to fear not to suffer with him, die with him and be

buried with him, that we may also be made alive with him and glorified

together in the heavenly places; where now he reigneth with thee and the Holy

Ghost, one God, world without end.

Closing Musical Reflection:

The Crown
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To support the ministry and witness of Christ Church, visit bit.ly/givetochristchurch.

Let us with gladness present the alms and oblations of our life and labor to the Lord.

When exiting the sanctuary, please use the transept (side) doors and shown in the map below:

If you have been moved by the witness of Christ Church and would like to know more

about joining this parish, please visit christchurchgreenwich.org/membership/.

Serving Today

Officiant Virginia Losito

Associate Director of Music Jonathan Vaughn

Altar Guild Rebecca Fretty

Head Ushers Linda & David Michonski

Ushers Susan Ness

Rebecca Fretty
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DOGWOODBOOKSANDGIFTS.COM

SUNDAY FORUMS | 11AM, VIA ZOOM 
       APRIL 11 | FORGIVENESS AS FAILURE 
         Distinguished Irish poet, author, theologian, and  
         resolution mediator Pádraig Ó Tuama will lead us  
       in considering poems and stories of forgiveness, 

and alternatives to forgiveness as well as self-forgiveness and 
forgiving the dead. 

      MAY 16 | REIMAGINING GOD IN THE BIBLE 
         The biblical writers portray God in different ways,  
         depending upon their circumstances. Christians  
       today must accept that same sacred responsibility 

of asking, “What is God like for us, here and now?” Dr. Pete Enns, 
a beloved speaker, podcast host, and author, will lead our forum. 

CHRISTCHURCHGREENWICH.ORG/SUNDAY-FORUM

           SACRED GROUND 
               Mondays (April 19 - June 28) 

  12noon - 1:30pm, via Zoom 
                A film-based small group dialogue series on  
             race and faith. Space is limited.  

Learn more & sign up: christchurchgreenwich.org/sacred-ground 

GIVING UP CONTROL 
  Saturday, April 24, 11am-12:30pm, via Zoom 
  Join the women of Christ Church for a special  
  retreat hosted by author and blogger Shannon  

             Leyko, as she unpacks her new book You’re 
Completely Normal which dissects the nine most prominent facets 
of life that can make even the most successful person feel off 
track. Learn more: christchurchgreenwich.org/giving-up-control 

EARTH DAY LITURGY & HIKE 
  Sunday, April 25, 2:30pm 
  Join Lauren Johnson and the Rev. Abby 
  VanderBrug at Pomerance Park (101 Orchard  
St. Cos Cob) for an Earth Day Liturgy and hike! 

All children, youth, and families are invited. Bring your pets too! 

PASTORAL CARE RETREAT 
  Saturday, May 1, 9-10:30am, via Zoom 
   What does good pastoral care look like in and  
  through the pandemic? The Rev. Dr. Gabrielle  

             Thomas, professor of Early Christianity and  
Anglican Studies at Yale Divinity School, joins us for this special  
retreat to discuss how we can “care well” for each other. 
Learn more: christchurchgreenwich.org/pastoral-care-retreat/ 

           DOGWOOD BOOK TALK 
  Thursday, May 6, 6pm, via Zoom 
  Dogwood Books & Gifts invites you to their  
 next Book Event – an introduction to Ruby Falls  

             with author Deborah Goodrich Royce.  
Learn more: dogwoodbooksandgifts.com 

STAY INFORMED! 
Check our website and subscribe to our weekly emails for all the lastest updates. 

CHRISTCHURCHGREENWICH.ORG/E-NEWS 

UPCOMING SPECIAL OFFERINGS: 

      ...COMING THIS SUMMER! 

       VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
          June 28 - July 2, 9am–12noon 
          Kick off summer with Christ Church Kids for a fun 
        week of outdoor fun, creativity, and gardening! 

Geared toward kids ages 3 through rising fifth graders. Youth 
are welcome to serve as junior counselors. Registration opens 
April 5! Learn more: christchurchgreenwich.org/vbs 
 

       CELTIC-INSPIRED OUTDOOR WORSHIP 
          Summer Sundays (starting in June), 5pm 
          ‘Come as you are’ to this casual summer evening  
        outdoor service of beautiful prayers and music.  

 
        OUR NEW CHURCH ORGAN! 
          This summer, we begin preparing the sanctuary  
           for the installation of our new Harrison & Harrison  
          organ – which will be the musical force behind  

all of our worship for generations to come. Learn more:  
christchurchgreenwich.org/new-organ

           ORGAN 101 
  Saturday, May 8, 5pm, Frantz Chapel 
   Interested in how the organ works? Perplexed 
  by how it’s played? What are all the pedals,  

            levers, and buttons about? As we look forward to 
the new Harrison & Harrison Organ, this is your chance to find 
out! Jonathan Vaughn will lead this interactive session. Space is 
limited. RSVP to jvaughn@christchurchgreenwich.org 

NEW


